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Dabney reviewed the content of 64 hours of three political talk shows—
CNN’s Lou Dobbs Tonight, MSNBC’s Hardball With Chris Mathews, 
and The O’Reilly Factor from the Fox News Channel—to determine how 
criminal justice issues are portrayed on the shows.40 The authors found that 
one-fifth of the shows’ content was devoted to “domestic justice” issues and 
that the talk show hosts served more as advocates for issues, rather than 
as reporters, and the shows presented a distorted image of issues related to 
crime and justice. In particular, the authors found that “minorities were 7.5 
times more likely to be shown as evil compared to sympathetic than their 
white counterparts.”41

Websites are yet another type of record that can be used in archival 
research studies. See the “Criminal Justice and the Media” box in this 
chapter for a description of the way that college students’ Facebook pages 
were the source of information for one study.

Music lyrics have also been used in criminal justice studies using archi-
val records as a data source. The phrase empirical lyricism has been used 
to describe “instances when criminologists study music lyrics in an effort 
to better understand crime, subcultures, cultural influences, and other 
criminological topics.”42 In one study, for instance, a researcher studied 
Lynyrd Skynyrd lyrics and Bruce Springsteen lyrics in an effort to deter-
mine whether cultural influences were tied to portrayals of violence in the 
lyrics.43 In another study, Craig Hemmens studied Springsteen’s lyrics to 
demonstrate how the lyrics were related to a specific theory of crime.44 His 
research showed that popular lyrics helped illustrate how stress is related to 
crime. In conducting such a study, Hemmens was able to link his passion 
for criminal justice research with his passion for all things Springsteen.  
If you were able to study the lyrics of a musician, which musician would 
you choose?

Criminal justice researchers have also used textbooks and other pub-
lications as records in their archival research studies. For example, Favian 

Many of you likely have Facebook pages that you use 
to keep in touch with dozens, if not hundreds, of your 
friends on a regular basis. It probably does not take a 
scientist to tell you that some people often post fairly 
private information on their Facebook pages. Social 
scientists have, in fact, explored Facebook postings of 
criminal justice students. In particular, criminologists 
Jeff Lee and Angela Largess reviewed the Facebook 
postings of college students enrolled in a criminal 
justice program. What they found was somewhat 

surprising and troubling. Pictures of the students 
appearing to be inebriated, possibly using drugs, and 
passed out on their floor were among the postings 
found. In this case, the researchers were able to ask 
their research questions and answer them by reviewing 
publicly available records. What would researchers learn 
if they reviewed your Facebook page?
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